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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Base claim 1 recites "generating means for generating flag data indicating 
attributes of the original image based on the color image data and indicating the pixel 
preferring the same image process as the pixel based on the attribute information." 
This limitation is unclear. Given the language of the claim, it is unclear what applicant 
means by "the pixel preferring the same image process as the pixel based on the 
attribute information." If the first "the pixel" and the second "the pixel" are one and the 
same, then this limitation does not make sense at all. If the second "the pixel" is not the 
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same as the first "the pixel," it is still not clear what either occurrence of "the pixel" refers 
to, as there is no prior mention of "a pixel" in the claim. Also, the word "preferring," as 
used in the claim, would indicate a choice were being made by the first "the pixel," and 
that the choice were being made among plural image processes ("the pixel preferring 
the same image process"), but the specification does not appear to support this 
interpretation. 

Base claims 16-18 and 33 each recite the above indefinite limitation as well. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-36 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: As best understood by the examiner, no prior art has been found to disclose or 
suggest combining flag data indicating attributes of a scanned original image, and 
attribute information of a command describing input image data, as recited in base 
claims 1, 16-18 and 33. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,465,165 (Tanio et al.) discloses an image processing system 
wherein either two different binary data, two different multi-value data or binary and 
multi-value data are synthesized. 
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U.S. Patent 5,659,770 (Yamada) discloses a text/image processing apparatus 
that performs synthesis of image information and text information in real time on the 
basis of determined editing information. 

U.S. Patent 6,256,104 (Rumph et al.) discloses an object optimized printing 
system, wherein based on determined object types and explicit rendering commands in 
a PDL file, the PDL decomposition system automatically generates rendering tags for 
each object. 

U.S. Patent 6,385,348 (Harada) discloses a printing apparatus that executes a 
command to synthesize print data and scanner data. 

U.S. Patent 6,429,950 (Ebner) discloses a method and apparatus for applying 
object characterization pixel tags to image data, wherein PDL commands are used to 
generate and register tag information on a per-pixel level in a frame buffer based on 
object type of imaging data derived from PDL language data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4870. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5:00), alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (703) 308-7452. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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